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Congratulations Kay!

Here’s a huge shout out to Kay Rawbone, CEO and Co-Founder, Sailability Hong Kong Limited on
receiving her British Empire Medal (BEM) on Tuesday 19 March 2024. This is a hugely significant event
for Kay, for Sailability and for Hebe Haven Yacht Club.

Formerly the British Empire Medal for Meritorious Service, the BEM is a British and Commonwealth
award for meritorious service worthy of recognition by the Crown. In Kay’s case, her BEM is unique
since the award was proffered up to Queen Elizabeth the Second and processed as a final award by,
the now, King Charles Ill. As an award, it was created in 1917 and was cited for those who were
deemed worthy to receive it, for services outside the UK.

The award was presented to Kay yesterday at the British Consulate in Hong Kong, for her services to
inclusive sailing in Hong Kong, recognition for all her efforts through Sailability Hong Kong to make
sailing more inclusive for all. The award will also be celebrated at Buckingham Palace at a dedicated
garden party along with other invited awardees of the BEM—a truly unique gathering of very special
individuals.

Hebe Haven Yacht Club is happy to have made a home for Sailability here in Pak Sha Wan and are
extremely proud of Kay’s kindness and her charity to others, and of all her efforts, together with her
volunteer “family” that is Sailability, in making sailing accessible to the wider community. We are
honoured to have Kay as such an important part of the Club, and our heartfelt thanks go out to her and
respect for all she has achieved to date.

While this is an award for Kay Rawbone, I’'m sure Kay would also like us to include her late husband,
Mike, in receiving this Medal posthumously. So, on behalf of everyone at HHYC we congratulate Kay
and Sailability for all they have done for sailing in Hong Kong and far beyond.

Kay and her late husband, Mike, arrived in Hong Kong in 2003 and by 2009 they co-founded Sailability
Hong Kong to offer sailing to people with disabilities. It started with students and staff from the Nesbitt
Centre together with HHYC members and staff, who accompanied the students during their training.
Spurred on by this, they were eager to expand the charity’s reach to include people from all walks of
life—irrespective of age, ability, gender, ethnicity or status within the community. Her primary aim was
to help everyone involved enhance their self-esteem, gain independence, increase levels of physical
activity and to develop new friendships. And Kay and Mike certainly achieved that. Mike sadly passed
away on 3 August 2020, and he watches down as Kay continues to carry the Sailability torch.
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In 2022 Sailability took ownership of their first-ever sailing yacht Mo Han a 40 ft. Solaris performance
cruiser with the support of the Li Ka Shing Foundation. In 2023 Kay and her crew, including parasailers,

and runners; one an amputee the other with hearing impairment, as they competed in their first Solaris
Four Peaks Race finishing in 2" place in class.

Today, Kay with the help of her loyal base of volunteers and supporters, has grown Sailability Hong
Kong to a worldwide recognised charity that encourages and celebrates the inclusive world of sailing.

Well done Kay

From all of us at Hebe Haven Yacht Club
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